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Year 9 The Island Students 

Year 9 Camp Students 
 

We had lots of fun at Year 9 Camp.  Some of the 
activities we took part in were mountain biking, 
kayaking – where some students spent more time 
in the water than actually in the boat - climbing, 
low ropes and archery.  The activity in which eve-
ryone took part was the long hike on Thursday 
where we received a phone call from another 
group saying they were by a tree in the forest.   
The Sixth Formers’ ‘helpful’ directions were not 
very helpful at all – they took three groups the 
wrong way!  Overall, Year 9 Camp was a good 
experience. 

Madeline Johnston 

Have you ever wanted to build your own shelter?  
Have you ever wanted to work as a team to scav-
enge for your own resources, build a community 
and solve puzzles together?  Year 9‘s Challenge 
Week 2011, The Island, was an exciting experience 
helping us to understand how we really would feel if we 
were shipwrecked. 
During the week, JPll Block was transformed into a lux-
ury cruise ship, the P & O Azura.  We were imagining 
the perfect holiday, until it all went wrong.  Our year 
group had been shipwrecked on an unknown island! 
We split into teams and were faced with the task of sur-
vival.  We had to rebuild our civilisation, our spirituality 
and our chances of surviving. 
In our groups we had to name our island and create a 
constitution to put some laws in place. Building our shel-
ters was not easy and with the added pressure of a time 
limit and safety factors it was a challenging task.   
We got helpful ideas and information on how to ac-
complish this from a trip to the Weald and Downland 
Museum during the week.  We also visited a mosque 
followed by an Indian temple to help us contemplate 
how  faith and spirituality would be important to differ-
ent people in such a disastrous situation. We had a 
chance to respect other faiths and consider the beliefs 
we would follow in our communities. 
On the day of building our shelters we went back to 
JPll Block to collect our resources and take them 
down to the field to construct them.  Mr Quinn came to 
judge our structure, spirituality, entertainment for the 
baby and waterproofing from the rain. In the end, 
prizes were awarded for the shelters and teamwork, 
but on the last day it all came down to the new friends 
we had made, our teamwork and the great experi-
ences we had all shared. 
Nicole Crosbourne – Year 9 

The Year 9 Challenge Week was 
an interesting experience in which 
we had the chance to explore differ-
ent religions and have a go at some 
hands-on survival skills which was 
great fun. 
On Tuesday and Wednesday we 
had the chance to go on some trips 
outside of school which helped us a 
lot with the final challenge on Friday. 
We had to build our own shelters 
from the materials supplied and 
whatever else we could find in the 
woods around the school.  This was 
lots of fun and overall we enjoyed 
the whole week. 
Jade Antony and Hannah Homer-Ward 
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During my Work Experience I 
worked at an opticians.  I was 
given the job of answering the 
phones and calling patients.  I 
also had the role of receptionist; 
this gave me an insight into how 
the business was run and how 
the place worked alongside the 
local community.  There were 
times in my work when I was a 
directly helpful to the customers, 
such as fixing or adjusting their 
spectacles and performing pres-
sure or field tests (a vital part of 
the optician’s data).  I was also 
given the opportunity to sit in on 
an optical examination, this was 
a great experience as I would 
like to pursue a career as an Op-
tician when I complete my aca-
demic life.  This was a fabulous 
experience overall.  I would rec-
ommend this to anyone with the 
same ideas as me.   

Sophie Baker  

During Work Experience I was 
given the opportunity to ex-
perience the world of retail 
and the sales industry .  I went 
to Boots Pharmacy. On a daily 
basis, I was given various tasks 

On 20st June, the Business & Social Science 
Department organised the Oaklands Enter-
prise Week .  Year 10 Business Studies stu-
dents and individual teams representing their 
Houses were given an ‘Apprentice’ style 
task of coming up with a business idea 
and then attempting to make as much 
profit as possible.    Teams developed 
various money spinning ideas, 
ranging from the sale of 
‘gadgets’ to the sale of 
cakes, sweets, ice creams, 
hot dogs and offering to 
do odd jobs for teachers.  
All profits had to be declared 
by the end of the week and 
tax was then taken at 25% on 
the first £100, progressing to 

a higher marginal rate of 50% thereafter.  The total 
amount taken in tax this year was £160.70 which 
was donated to Mr Sumba’s Fairtrade club.   The 
winning group overall (Charlie Searle, Michael 
O’Kennedy, Joe Withey & Ed Welton) Alexandra 
Osgood & Chloe Hoar won the House Award. 
However, special mention should be made of the 

outstanding entrepreneurial efforts of the 
following teams; ‘Sweets’ (Hogan 
O’Dowda, Oliver Latta & Henry Vacher), 

‘Quality Cakes’ (Emily Clarke, 
Misha & Gabriella White) who sup-
plied cakes for staff afternoon 
teas and ‘The Odd Job 
Man’ (Amal Thomas) who was 
relentless in his pursuit of earn-
ing a profit.  In particular, thanks 
go to Mrs Finch and  Mrs Dodds 

for their support regarding the ca-
tering aspects of the week. 

Enterprise Week Mr Smith 

Year 10 Work Experience Students 

to do which mainly involved 
sales plans and price checking 
(two essential obligations staff 
have to complete in stores, yet 
I’d never heard of them be-
fore).  I was also given the 
chance to see how photos are 
generated and printed in the 
Boots Photography Depart-
ment.  

I made many friends among 
the staff, some of whom I’m 
sure I will visit within the near 
future.  I was  successfully in-
troduced to my first experience 
of work and picked up skills 
you cannot learn at school.  
Overall, it was an experience I 
will never forget. 

Katerina Tsibouklis 

For my Work Experience I 
worked as a Teaching Assis-
tant at St. Alban’s Primary 
School in Havant.  I believe 
that it was a great experience 
and that it will be something I 
will remember.  The greatest 
part of working in a primary 
school is that it was more work 
than play.  For example, I 

spent the whole of Friday after-
noon building rivers out of mud 
and sticks in the playground with 
the Year 4 children.  I also 
helped out in Year 4’s English 
lesson which was all about po-
etry and I was able to connect 
with the class and become good 
friends with them. 

Work Experience helped me de-
cide on my future career and in 
particular how I need to raise my 
academic goals so that I can be-
come at teacher. 

Kane Preston 

Work Experience at BAE was 
amazing.  From day one it was 
awesome .  I started on circuit 
boards and was shown a lot of 
the interior of one of the war 
heads destined for Afghanistan.  
Then I created the Simon Says 
game working on the Sea Wolf 
and the Naval Training System 
which was really interesting but 
Sea Wolf, the mine search and 
destroy system, topped the 
week. 

Sam Stainton Year 10 
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On the 23 rd of June 2011, the GCSE dance 
group met at Havant train station at half past 
eight, ready to make our way to Covent Garden 
in London. When we arrived at Pineapple 
Dance Studios , everyone was ex-
cited about the day ahead. We 
were all given the opportunity to 
take part in a private commercial 
jazz lesson, where we learnt a set 
routine to a well known song ‘You 
can’t stop the beat’ from the musi-
cal ‘Hairspray’. The experience was 
relatively tiring, but enjoyable nev-
ertheless. There was such an 
amazing feeling at the studios 
which was very inspirational.  We 
then made our way to the Victoria 
Palace Theatre, where we got the 
chance to watch the outstanding 
theatrical production, Billy Elliot.  Billy Elliot was full of inspiring dancing and emotional theatrics, 
which made us all enthusiastic to explore career opportunities based on dance. Our spectacular ex-
perience was enhanced by the buzzing, atmospheric surroundings.   

We are all really grateful to Miss Marden for giving us the chance of a life time, which was fundamen-
tally based on the passion that we all share.  

By Nicole Ascua and  Katie Gumbrell  

Dance trip Students 

On 5th July, Mrs. Harris, Miss Morrison 
and Mrs. Richardson took sixteen eager 
Year 7 students to the open-air 
Oddsocks production, ‘Macbeth – the 
comedy’.  On arrival, we sat down in a 
roped-off area – a slightly worrying sign – 
and wondered what to expect. We had no 
idea how they could turn Shakespeare’s 
most famous tragedy into a comedy. As the 
play began, it was a promising start to a 
promised finish, with jokes everyone under-
stood. Everybody, that is, apart from the 
man trying to sleep in his flat nearby! We 
had a brilliant time and we can’t wait for the 
next Oddsocks Shakespeare extravaganza.  

Ben Whitty 7Ca 

Macbeth the Comedy Student Sponsored Walk Student 

On July 10th a group of students going on the Bor-
neo expedition took part in the Chichester Chal-
lenge; a twenty six mile walk starting in Lavant 
around the South Downs.  The weather was good, 
however, some areas of the route were a little 
muddy!  We took between 8 and 10 hours to finish 

the course and some peo-
ple were a little foot sore at 
the end. 

Many thanks to Miss Cas-
pall who accompanied us 
and to the Rotary Club of 
Chichester who organised 
the event and gave us re-
duced entry charges. 

Alan Monk 
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Having steered their way through five years 
at Oaklands  and with GCSE examinations fading 
into the distance, it was high time to complete the 
year with the Year 11 Leavers Mass and Prom. 

An emotionally charged day  

An emotionally charged day started with the final 
Mass. Father Kevin Bidgood led the celebration. 
Students took the lead in the readings and homily. 
Students then moved on to the sunken lawn for 
the traditional  ‘T’ shirt signing.  

Students arrived in a host of incredible  

chariots 

A dedicated team, had been working hard all year 
under the supervision of Mrs Bradley and  Mrs Baxter, to 
arrange the Prom at the Historic Dockyard, Portsmouth. 
The evening started at  6:30 when the students made 
some show stopping en-
trances to a gasping crowd of 
well-wishers, family and 
friends. Students arrived in a 
host of incredible chariots: lim-
ousines, a vintage bus. A 
group of boys decided to ar-
rive on ‘space hoppers’.   

Celebrity style photo shoot  

Upon arrival  the students  en-
tered  the Boat House  via the 
red carpet only to be greeted 
by a celebrity style photo 
shoot. Many of the students 
looked resplendent and at 
times unrecognisable. As a 
year group they truly were a 
sight to behold and I for one 
felt very proud to see the 
smart, intelligent, well rounded 
adults they have clearly be-

come.  

The Dockyard Boat House had been transformed into an out-
standing venue. Once inside the tables were decorated to a beautiful  
standard emphasising the importance of the evening, the spread of 
food was incredible. 

Fitting tribute 

It was a fitting tribute to the Class of 2011. Most importantly, how-
ever, well done to all the students for giving the evening such a spe-
cial atmosphere. You deserved nothing less and I hope you can find 
space in your Year Book for some of the photographs.  

The Class of 2011 Mr Quinn 
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There is something quite different about leaving sc hool at 
the end of Year 13 compared with Year 11. For most Year 11 
students they will come back to Oaklands and enter the Sixth 
Form, which brings the security that comes from familiar faces 
and surroundings. For Year 13, there is a sense that they will not 
pass this way again. Thirteen years of school and college-based 
education is a significant part of their lives, with half of that time 
being spent at Oaklands.  

Fantastic celebration 

The year group honoured the tradition of completing the year with 
mass in the chapel, celebrated with Father Kevin. This brought 
together the year group in an emotional celebration. During mass 
the readings and reflections allowed students to consider their 
time at school and friends past and present. Students also con-
tributed to the music. A large number of staff joined the students 
in the celebration. 

Dinner at the Brookfield 

A convoy of Sixth Formers and staff then made their way to  the 
Brookfield Hotel in Emsworth for the end of year dinner.  The set-
ting was perfect and the food served during the evening 
was suitably impressive, meeting the high 
standard the school has come to expect from the 
Brookfield. The dinner concluded with Presenta-
tions by Sixth Formers to a number of staff.  

 

 

 

Goodbye Year 13 Mr Quinn 

I am sure parents would like 
to wish all our students who 
took external examinations 

this summer the very best of luck and send 
their best wishes to all the young people 
who leave Oaklands this 
year and move on to the 
next stage of their lives.  

Good Luck 
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Did you know that around 30 different languages are  spo-
ken at Oaklands and we have students and staff from  all 
over the world? That’s why we celebrated our multic ultural 
community with an International Day on Tuesday 21 st  
June. 

There was a great global atmosphere around the school, can-
teen and some fantastic work taking place in Years 8 and 9 
Tutor Groups. 

In the morning tutor groups learnt about eight different coun-
tries and decorated their classrooms with 
national colours. A special commen-
dation must go to Mrs Riddle 

and 9 St Martin for their brilliant Philipino-themed dancing and 
classroom decoration in A5; also to Mrs Wrightson and 8 St 
Margaret who had a real taste of the Caribbean (literally!) 
and learnt authentic Jamaican Patois with Mrs Sterling-
Mannings and decorated their classroom - A8 so beautifully. 
During lunch time students had a chance to take part in Pol-
ish, Portuguese and Spanish Language Classes, Nail Paint-
ing, Origami and other cultural activities which were organ-
ised and run by KS3 students and members of staff. 

The day was a great success and we hope you look forward 
to next year! If you would like to get involved in planning, 
come along – we meet every Wednesday in J10. All years 
welcome! 

International Day  

We are delighted to announce that our full school u ni-
form is now available in the new Skoolkit shop in M arket 
Parade, Havant.  For your convenience you will be a ble 

to purchase all items (including the embroidered ju mper and blazers) in one location.  They 
even offer an online shop for those who prefer to shop from home and the order is delivered by post 
to your home.  They are also sourcing a cotton-mix jumper for us.  We have a significant number of 
students from the Portchester/Fareham areas and parents will be pleased to know that Skoolkit now 
stock our uniform in their Fareham branch also (23 Trinity Street).  We hope parents will find this new 
arrangement much easier. 

Some pre-shopping reminders: 

Blazers – remember that the blazer is a compulsory school gar ment and must be worn to and from 
school.  Please ensure your son/daughter is wearing  it when they leave the house (and it is not 
rolled up in their school bag!). 

Skirts – we face an ever-present battle with our female stud ents regarding the length of their 
skirts.  Many girls roll up their waistbands and th is results in skirt lengths which are not appropri-
ate for a mixed learning environment.  Please help us to help you – check the waistband before the 
girls leave home. 

Shoes – students are required to wear black flat proper sho es; girls heels should be no more than 
two inches.  There has been a recent fashion of boy s wearing black plimsolls – this is not accept-
able and contravenes the uniform regulations . 

Nearly New Uniform — The OPA are very keen to re-open their Nearly New Uniform service – but 
they need stock!  If your son/daughter has outgrown their uniform, we would be very pleased if you 
would donate any items which are in good condition.  The Nearly New Uniform is a valuable source 
of income for the OPA (all monies raised through this are invested into school projects) and in these 
difficult financial times it is more important than ever.  Freshly laundered uniform may be left in Re-
ception or in Student Services. 

Uniform Mrs McConn-Finch 
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across many disciplines. A number of parents have asked about the Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
Scheme (D of E).  This will return next year, more information will be available in the Autumn term.  
 

Student Success  
It has been a pleasure this year to receive students who have made exceptional progress in the 
classroom, overcome adversity or represented the school. It has been a delight to write home to over 
150 families offering congratulations and recognising their child’s endeavours at school.  This is in 
addition to the certificates and prizes awarded at the end of term. 

Public Finances and Academy application 
The state of the public finances still causes concern in the public sector. Our application for Academy 
status has now been accepted by the Diocese and the DfE. At the time of writing we are on course 
for a September conversion, however, there are still a number of issues to be resolved. Despite the 
difficult financial situation we are progressing with an application to the DfE for additional money ap-
proximately £400K to improve Maths and Science facilities in school. This money is only available 
because  the school can match the10% contribution from parental donations to the Governors Fund. 
The Governors will donate up to an additional £200K to the project. Thank you to all parents who 
have made this possible through their donations. 
 

The future 
The Governors approved a substantial development plan for the school earlier this year. A number of 
key features include: 
• Improve sacramental literacy 
• Ensure all students make the required 

level of progress in line with their poten-
tial 

• Improve literacy and numeracy through 
all subjects  

• Increase resources within our pastoral 
support framework 

• Improve student management during 
semi and unstructured times 

• Differentiation in home learning  
• Further improvement in provision for 

Gifted and Talented students 
• Develop new monitoring systems for the 

new Ofsted framework  
 

A big thank you 
Finally, on behalf of the staff, I would like to 
thank all parents for their prayers, support 
and encouragement over the last year. 
Please take time to read this bumper edi-
tion of the Oaklands News, it contains sig-
nificant information about the year ahead.  
Please note the start dates for next term. 
On behalf of the Governors and staff I hope 
you will all enjoy a good holiday and I look 

forward to seeing you 
all in September.   
 
 

Matthew Quinn 
Headteacher 

Term Dates 2011/2012 

Autumn Term 

Mon 5th September*—Fri 16th December 2011 

Half Term Mon 24th—Fri 28th October 2011 

Christmas Mon 19th December—Tues 3rdJanuary 2012 

Spring Term 

Wed 4th January **to Fri 30th March 2012 

Half Term Mon 13th—Fri 17th February 2012 

Easter Mon 2nd April—Fri 13th April 2012 

Summer Term 

Mon 16th April—Thurs 19th July 2012 

Half Term Mon 4th—Fri 8th June 2012 

Summer holiday Fri 20th July—Fri 31st August 2012 

*Monday 5th September is an Inset Day and the school 
will be closed. There will be a phased start for Years 7, 
12 and 13 only on Tuesday 6th September . All years 
will be in school on Wednesday 7th September 2011 . 

KS4 Induction Evening—8th September @ 7pm 

KS5 Induction Evening—15th September @7pm 

In addition, the school will be closed on the follo w-
ing days :  Friday 30th September, Friday 25th Novem-
ber 2011 and Friday 20th July 2012. 

**Please note revised start date to the Spring Term . 
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Over the  course of the past 
academic year, we have been 
very pleased indeed with the 
attendance rates at Oaklands 
Parents' Evenings.  There are 
no nationally published figures 
against which to compare our 
rates, but the detail is 
testament to the 
great support given 
by parents to the 
education of their 
children at Oaklands. 
Thank you to the par-
ents who contacted the school 
before a Parents’ Evening to say 
they were not able to attend. If 
these figures were taken into 
account in Years 7 to 11 all fig-
ures would be  above 90%. 

At two Parents Evenings we 
conducted surveys to gather the 

As ever, attendance continues to be a crucial facto r in the measurement of a student’s well-
being and the potential for positive achievement an d we are happy to report that Oaklands’ 

attendance statistics are among the best in 
the area.  We would like to thank all parents/
carers who have worked with us and supported 
us in maintaining this fantastic key indicator.  To 
help us continue this fantastic work, we ask that 
you try, where possible, to follow these guide-
lines to ensure your child has optimum opportu-
nities and development: 

Do not book holidays in term time – the school 
will no longer authorise this absence (unless 
there are exceptional circumstances as defined 
by the Department of Education). 
Try to make medical/dental appointments out of 
school hours 
P h o n e  o r  e m a i l  s c h o o l 
(absence@oaklands.hants.sch.uk) on the first 
day of an absence. 

Respond quickly to text messages requesting 
confirmation of an absence. Send a note in with 

your child on their first day back after an absence, outlining the reason. Watch out for “patterns” of 
absence which might indicate a problem with a certain lesson and contact the Tutor right away to 
discuss further. 
Attend the meetings requested by the Head of Year if your child is identified as a Persistent Absen-
tee. Finally, be aware that research shows that an attendance rate of 90% is linked to a whole grade 
of underachievement at GCSE. 

Attendance -  Every Day Matters Mrs McConn-Finch 

  Authorised 
absence 

Unauthorised 
absence 

Total school 
% 

2010 – 11 
  

3.94%  0.55% 95.51% 

  Total  
attendance % 

Authorised 
Absence 

Unauthorised 
absence 

7 96.24% 3.38% 0.38% 

8 95.36% 4.15% 0.49% 

9 95.13% 4.19% 0.68% 

10 95.32% 4.03% 0.65% 

11 95.52% 3.92% 0.56% 

Attendance by Year group: 

2010 - 2011 95.51% 

2009 - 2010 94.3% 

2008 - 2009 93.18% 

Year on year improvement: 

opinions of 
parents and 
carers about 

the school. One key message 
that came through from the 
responses, was the feeling by 
some parents that communi-
cation between home and 
school is perhaps not as great 
as would be liked.  In re-

sponse to this, we are under-
taking a drive to gather as 
many e-mail addresses as 
possible with a target of cov-
ering 95% of families with e-
mail communication for news-
letters, letters to parents and 
announcements about events. 

It is timely to remind parents that 
students' books form a main line 
of communication between teach-
ers, students and parents to re-
port on the progress and attain-
ment secured by children over 
the course of the year.  The book 
sharing weeks in the run up to 
Parents' Evenings are by no 
means the only times that parents 

can look at their child's 
work and progress and 
the exercise books can 
be used as a means of 
communication between 
home and school if any 

questions arise.  Additionally, the 
Student Planner can be used for 
communication on pastoral mat-
ters, as it is one of the most direct 
means of contacting your child’s 
tutor with a view to opening a dia-
logue on a particular matter.  

Yr 7 - 93% Yr 8 - 89% Yr 9 - 89% Yr 10 - 91% 

Yr 11 - 86% Yr 12 - 79%  Yr 13 - 81%   

Parents’ Evening Attendance 

Feed back from Parents’ Evenings 
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Community Sports Leaders 
Level 2 News. The students from 
Years 12 and 13 who have been 
taking this award from “Sports 
Leaders UK” since September 
last year are now in the final 
stage of the course. During the 
last year they have studied vari-
ous aspects of leadership  - ac-
quiring skills in organisation, 
planning and running a variety of 
sporting activities. In addition to 
this they have also undertaken a 
number of voluntary hours coach-
ing sport in either local primary 
schools, sports clubs or other or-
ganisations. The sports this 
year’s students have taught 
range from football, hockey and 
tag rugby to kayaking. 

The students involved were Ruth 
Percival, Jessica Campbell, Jade 
Linden, Daisy Simms, Peter Tay-
lor, Harry Welton, James Thomp-
son, Matthew Everett and David 
Corps. In addition to coaching 
they completed a basic First Aid 
course, which is also a pre-
requisite of the course. 

All the students have  been in-
volved throughout the year in 
helping Mrs Knight, on behalf of 
the Havant and Waterlooville 

Sports Leaders Awards Mrs Knight 

School Sports Partnership, run 
sports festivals and events for 
both St Peter’s and St Thomas 
More’s Primary schools as well. 

As the course draws to an end 
Mrs Knight would like to offer her 
congratulations to the students 
for all they have undertaken and 
achieved over the last year. 

Oaklands hosts  HWSSP Pres-
entation Evening 
 

On Tuesday 28th June Oaklands 
played host to around 500 stu-
dents, and guests, who had been 
nominated for an award at the 
final Havant and Waterlooville 
School Sports Partnership annual 
evening of celebration of achieve-
ment in school sports and activi-
ties. 

There were a record number of 
nominations received this year 
and the decisions were most diffi-
cult – all nominees were so 
strong. 

The evening opened with an 
Olympic DVD and a talk about 
the Olympics and leadership and 
volunteering by the Partnership 
Young Sports Ambassadors. 
Oaklands Young Ambassador, 

Ella Knight, spoke about how 
sport can affect and change 
peoples lives and how striving 
to maintain both the Olympic 
legacy and the Olympic val-
ues rest with the young peo-
ple of this country. 

The nominees from Oaklands 
were: the Year 8 Rugby team, 
Katie Steel, Harry Welton, 
Hollie Phillips, Lara Wood-
gate and Devon Brimecombe. 

Devon was awarded the Sec-
ondary Young Sports Person 
of the Year for her achieve-
ments in athletics. 

The whole evening was an 
enjoyable one and very well 
attended. The group of stu-
dents who are going to Bor-
neo served refreshments and 
raised over £200 towards 
their funds. 

Tracy Knight, who co-
organised the evening, would 
like to thank Mr Cunningham, 
Mr Whelan, Miss Caspall, 
Charlie Searle, and Tom 
Rawlings for their help with 
organising the smooth run-
ning of the evening and con-
gratulate the students who 
were nominated. 

Mr James Geary, Mrs Julia Matheson, Mr 
Chris Wade and Mr Tom Rawlings  joined the 
staff at Oaklands last September in a temporary 
capacity to work in the English, Sociology and 
Learning Support departments and, in Tom’s 
case, as Assistant Chaplain.  We thank them all 
for the service and support they have given to 
our students and to Oaklands over the past 
year; we wish them well as they move on to 
pastures new next year. 
 

We would also like to extend special thanks to 

Miss Jenny Whelan  and Miss Camilla Dickens  
who have both taught in the R.E. department 
over the past few months to help cover maternity 
leave.  Special thanks also to Mrs Susie Ayers  
and Mrs Emma Oxton  for the work they have 
undertaken with One to One tuition this year. 

Lorraine Shakesheff  joined the R.E. Depart-
ment last September and has done sterling work 
as part of the R.E. team over the past year.  
Lorraine has now decided to take up a role out-
side of teaching and we wish her well in her new 
career. 

Mrs Jane Smethurst  started her teaching ca-
reer in the English department here at Oaklands 

Staff Leaving  
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in September 1994 in a ‘temporary’ capacity 
progressing to a permanent role in 1996. Mrs 
Smethurst has led our much valued link with 
Rachel Madocks School for many years and 
annually runs Readathon in aid of the CLIC 
Sargent charity which has raised thousands of 
pounds over the years.  The decision to retire 
is never an easy one; but Mrs Smethurst 
leaves with our thanks for her seventeen years 
of dedicated service to Oaklands and the local 
community. 

Mrs Annie Walmsley  came to Oaklands in 
1991 as a ‘temporary’ part time Learning Sup-
port teacher; now some twenty years later she 
has decided to take well deserved retirement.  
During the past twenty years she became a 
permanent part time member of staff teaching 
mainly in the Maths department.  However, Mrs 
Walmsley’s talents have extended beyond 
Maths to the Music department where she has 
tirelessly supported just about every music 
group, choir, ensemble and school production 
that the school has run over the years.  She 
will be missed by her students, whom she 
champions at every opportunity and her col-
leagues; we wish her and her husband Peter a 
long and happy retirement together. 

Perry Grist  joined Oaklands eight years ago 
and quickly became an integral part of the 
Maths Department. His commitment to offering 
students experiences beyond the classroom 
has been seen through his leadership of the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, a role he 
only stood down from last year when he and 
his family moved to Dorset.  This commitment 
involved sacrificing many hours of personal 
time undertaking training and accompanying 
students on camping and hiking expeditions.   
Mr Grist has gained promotion and left Oak-
lands in May to take up the role of Head of 
Mathematics at Winton Arts and Media Col-
lege, Bournemouth. 

Helena Clarke  started her career at Oaklands 
as a student in Year 7 moving up through the 
school and Sixth Form before first leaving Oak-
lands for university in 1994.  Luckily for Oak-

lands Mrs Clarke returned to the school some 
nine years ago and has since been teaching in 
the English and Psychology Departments where 
her enthusiasm and talent has been appreciated 
by students and colleagues alike.  Mrs Clarke’s 
commitment to students has extended beyond the 
classroom to help with extra curricular activities 
such as theatre trips and the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme.  Mrs Clarke leaves Oaklands to 
take up a lecturing role at Havant College.   

Sally Morley  joined Oaklands in 2001 as Head of 
Drama.  A talented and motivational teacher the 
school has enjoyed a huge number of highly suc-
cessful school productions under her leadership.  
Many parents will remember ‘Twelfth Night’, ‘Oh 
What a Lovely War’, ‘Godspell’, ‘An Italian Straw 
Hat’, ‘Les Miserables’, ‘Arabian Nights’, ‘The Pi-
rates of Penzance’ and most recently ‘Arabica’.  
Added to this, Mrs Morley has further enriched 
the experience of our students by organising nu-
merous visits to the theatre which, like production 
rehearsals, mostly take place beyond the school 
day and at weekends.  Mrs Morley is exploring a 
number of options post Oaklands and we wish 
her well in the next stage of her career. 

We thank all these colleagues for all that they 
have done for Oaklands, we will continue to 
remember them in our prayers and wish them 
success and fulfilment in all that they do in 
the future. 

 
 
 

A2 Level results will be available from 8:00 am 
on Thursday 18th August 2011 in the Sixth Form 
Block. 
AS Level results will be available from 10:00 am 
on Thursday 18th August 2011 in the Sixth Form 
Block. 
GCSE results will be available from 10:00 am on 
Thursday 25th August 2011 in the Sixth Form 
Block. 

Exam Result Dates 
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