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OAKLANDS CATHOLIC COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL
VOLUNTARY AIDED
ADMISSIONS POLICY 2013/2014 FOR THE SIXTH FORM
GENERAL

Oaklands is an 11-18 Voluntary Aided Catholic Comprehensive School in the Trusteeship of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth. The ethos of this school is founded on the principles of the Catholic tradition. We ask all students and parents applying for a place here to respect this ethos and its importance to the school community. This does not affect the right of parents who are not of the faith of this school to apply for and be considered for a place here.
The Board of Governors is responsible for the policy of admission of students to the Sixth Form. Children are admitted to the Sixth Form at 16+. 

The anticipated capacity of the Sixth Form (Years 12 and 13 combined) at Oaklands is 220. 
The published admission number (PAN) for entry into Year 12 is 20.  This only relates to those being admitted to the school for the first time. (This is based upon an estimate of the minimum number of external candidates likely to be admitted. The school may exceed this if demand for available courses can be met.)
******************************

.
The Governors welcome applications from all students.

ADMISSION POLICY to the Sixth Form at Oaklands School

A place in the Sixth Form is dependent on the appropriate academic attainment to meet the entry requirements for each student’s preferred subjects.  
The achievement of the general and specific academic requirements for entry onto Level 3 Sixth Form Courses (AS, A2, Applied “A” levels and BTEC Vocational Courses) which are, in general, to achieve a minimum of 5 A*-C at GCSE level. We would also look for students to continue to respect our Catholic Ethos and its importance to our School Community.

If there are more applications than places available, the following order of priority will be used in the allocation of places to students who meet the academic requirements for entry giving priority to those who have accepted a provisional place in the following order:
Year 11 students who attend other secondary schools using the oversubscription and tie break criteria for entry into the school will be considered in order of priority according to the following criteria:
1. Baptised Catholic students who are in Public Care

2. Baptised Catholic Students

3. Other students who are in Public Care

4. Other Students already on roll at Oaklands Catholic School

5. Students of other faith communities who require a Catholic Sixth Form College 

If it is not possible to offer a place, students/parents have the right to appeal to an independent Appeal Panel.

IN THE CASE OF OVER-SUBSCRIPTION – TIE-BREAKER
Criteria

In the event of over-subscription against a category a tie-breaker will be applied.   
Distance will be measured in a straight line/by the shortest walking route from the front door of the child’s home address (including flats) to the main entrance of the school, using the Local Authority’s computerised measuring system, with those living closer to the school receiving the higher priority.

Pupils with the Statement of SPECIAL  EducationAL NeedS
Pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Need, provided that they meet the admissions criteria (statement 1), will be admitted to the school and will count towards the admission number .
STUDENTS  WITH PHYSICAL OR SENSORY IMPAIRMENTS AND LEARNING DISABILITIES

The School welcomes and makes every reasonable effort to accommodate students, irrespective of ability or disability, and works closely with Parent(s)/Carer(s) and students to achieve good access to the buildings, the curriculum and the life of the School. However, the School site is comprised of a number of buildings of various ages spread over a distance, this can present significant challenges for certain students. Wherever possible, the School will endeavour to overcome these barriers through careful timetabling of lessons and additional support. Parents(s)/Carer(s) with a disabled child are encouraged to visit the School prior to making an application.
If a disability is likely to result in significantly reduced access to the curriculum, the Governors will undertake further consultations, in the interest of the child.
PROCEDURE FOR MAKING AN APPLICATION

All applications to Oaklands Catholic Sixth Form must be made through the school during the Autumn term. Curriculum design is determined by the demand for subjects. The school will endeavour to run all the courses in the Sixth Form brochure, however, if subscription to a course is uneconomic it may not run. Application to the Sixth Form must be made by Noon on the first Monday in December before the year of application. Offers will be made early in the Spring term.
Students must return the Offer Form by 2nd Friday in February of the year of application.
LATE APPLICATIONS
Students/parents who apply after first Monday in December will be considered as late applications.  Priority for late applications will be given to students at Oaklands in Year 11.  Every effort will be made to accommodate students on their chosen courses but this can not be guaranteed.
WAITING LIST

A student whose application is refused because the Sixth Form is over its published admissions number will be offered a place on the waiting list, if this is requested.  The offer of a place on the waiting list is entirely without prejudice to the right to appeal against the Governors’ refusal to admit the student. Parents who wish their child to be included on the waiting list must inform the school in writing.  Any places that become available will be allocated according to the criteria of the admissions policy with no account being taken of the length of time on the waiting list. 
The waiting list will be reviewed and revised:
· each time a student is added to or removed from the waiting list.
· at the end of each school year, when parents with a student or the student on the waiting list will be contacted and asked if they wish to remain on the list for the forthcoming school year. 
Students/ parents may keep their child’s name on the waiting lists of as many schools as they wish and for as long as they wish. 
**********************************

Applications other than at the Normal Date of Transfer

General

In general, where students/ parents are applying for their child to transfer from another Sixth Form, for whatever reason, then the criteria set out in Category 1-5 above will be applied.  

APPEALS PROCEDURE
In accordance with the 1998 Education Act as amended by the 2002 Education Act, students/parents have the right to appeal against the Governors’ refusal to admit their child/children and should write to the school asking for an Appeal Form from the Admissions Secretary. 

The completed Appeal Form should be returned to the return address on the Appeal Form, within 28 days of the date of the refusal letter. The Appeal Panel is entirely independent of the Governors and of the Local Education Authority.
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